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STOT.1HAKKET  urban  district  council 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
STOUHARKET, 
Suffolk. 


August,  1968. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOUMARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  1967. 

There  were  again  no  Stillbirths.  One  infant  under  the  age  of  one 
year  died.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  all  age  groups  lias  fallen,  and 
our  Standardised  Death  Rate  is  now  9.66  per  1,000  population,  which 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  National  figure  of  11.23. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  one  in  the  total  number  of  births,  and 
our  Standardised  Birth  Rate  is  now  15.3.  This  is  lower  than  the  National 
figure  of  17.2. 

There  has  been  no  significant  change  in  the  various  causes  of  death. 

It  would  be  opportune,  I  think,  to  draw  attention  to  deaths  occurring 
as  the  result  of  accidents.  There  were  four  deaths  following  Home 
Accidents  and  three  of  these  were  brought  about  by  falls.  Two  people 
died  as  a  result  of  road  accidents.  This  pattern  is  reflected  by  figures 
for  accidental  deaths  in  the  Country  as  a  whole.  In  1965 ,  the  latest 
year  for  which  National  figures  are  available,  8,583  people  died  as  the 
result  of  accidents  sustained  in  their  homes.  4,538  of  these  deaths 
were  caused  by  falls,  1,697  by  poisoning,  900  by  suffocation  and  choking, 
and  872  by  bums  and  scalds.  In  the  same  year  7,985  people  died  from 
road  accidents,  701  from  industrial  accidents,  201  from  railway  accidents, 
and  73  from  aircraft  accidents. 

There  are  two  very  good  ways  in  which  we  can  help  in  the  matter  of 
Home  accidents.  One  is  by  learning  how  to  make  the  Heme  a  safe  place 
by  means  of  simple  precautions,  and  the  other  is  by  becoming  proficient 
in  First  Aid.  Courses  in  First  Aid  are  run  in  the  Town  by  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross,  and  it  is  important  for 
everyone  to  become  proficient  in  the  First  Aid  treatment  of  accidents. 

In  this  way  much  suffering  can  be  prevented  and  many  lives  saved. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Ai'se  « •  •  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

1,696  acres. 

Population  (estimated  mid-year 

Home  Population,  Registrar 

General ' s  Figures)  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

8,160 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

2,841 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  • 

£402,656 

Estimated  Sum  represented  by 
a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

£1,500 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  somewhat  lower  than  the  National  figure. 

(i)  BIRTHS  (Registrar  General's  Figures) 

Live  Births. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Total  • • •  •  •  • 

...  65 

52 

117 

Legitimate  • • •  •  •  • 

...  63 

50 

113 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Birth  Rate. 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

= 

14.3 

Per  1,000  home  population 

-  England  and  Vales  = 

17.2 

Comparability  Factor 

— 

1.07 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Rate  to 

National  Rate 

= 

0.89 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

=s 

15.3 

Still  Births 

Total  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

rs 

Nil. 
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Still  Birth  Rate:- 


Per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
-  do  -  England  and  Wales 


=  Nil. 
=  14.8 


Infant  Mortality  (Under  One  Tear) 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 


F. 

1. 

1. 


Total 

1. 

1. 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks  of  Age 


Total 


=  Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Week  of  Age 


Total 


=  Nil. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate:- 


Per  1,000  live  births 

-  do  -  England  and  Wales 


=  9 

=  18.5 


(ii)  DEATHS  (Regis t rar  Gene ral 1  s  Fi mr e s ) . 


ALL  CAUSES 


M. 

38 


F. 

48 


Total 

86 


Death  Rate;- 


Crude  Death  Hate  per  1,000  home  population 

Per  1,000  home  population  -  England  &  Wales 

Comparability  Factor 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Death  Hate  to 
National  Hate 

Standardised  Death  Rate 


10.5 

11.2 

0.92 

0.86 

9.66 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b3014260x 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1262- 

Total 

1-966. 

Tuberculosis ,  respiratory 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Malignant  neoplasms ,  stomach 

2 

- 

2 

2 

"  ”  lung,  bronchus 

3 

3 

6 

- 

"  "  breast 

- 

1 

1 

3 

tf  "  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Other  malignant  and  Emphatic  neoplasms 

2 

7 

9 

16 

Leukaemia ,  A1  eukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

3 

5 

8 

7 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

7 

15 

22 

23 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

5 

1 

6 

11 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

3 

6 

5 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

12 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

3 

6 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

2 

All  other  accidents 

- 

4 

4 

3 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Totals: 

38 

48 

86 

105 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE!  FOR  THE  LAST  FOUR  YEARS. 


1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

England  and  Vales 
1967. 

Inhabited  houses 

2669 

2729 

2769 

2841 

• 

Population  (Registrar 
General's  figures) 

7990 

8050 

8060 

8160 

“  • 

Live  births 

119 

125 

116 

117 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

15.94 

16.61 

15.4 

15.5 

17.2 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  One  Year 

1 

2 

.  -  .  .  ...  -  .. 

Nil 

1 

“*  • 

i  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  Live  Births 

8.4 

7.2 

Nil 

9 

18.5 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  population 
j - 

15.29 

12.66 

1 

L  , - -  — .  - 

11.9 

i 

9.66 

11.2 

— 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Excluding  Tub  OP  culosis)  -  Compiled. 

from  Notifications  received. 


Diseases 

Ages 

Total 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

H  \  % 

i 

rH 

154 

25 

+ 

Age 

Unknown 

Measles 

48 

42  !  59 
| 

4 

- 

2 

1 

156 

- 

l 

j  Dysentery 

-  1 

! 

- 

5 

7 

- 

- 

[ 

|  Food 
Poisoning 

i 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

TOTALS:- 

164 

; 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


(i)  New  cases  notified: - 

Pulmonary  N  on-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

3.  — .  — .  -. 

(ii)  One  case  was  added  to  the  Register  on  his  taking  up  residence  in 
the  District. 

(iii)  Ten  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  on  their  recovery. 

(iv)  One  case  was  removed  from  the  Register  on  her  departure  to  another 
district. 

(v)  Cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 

Pulmonarv  Non-Pulmonarv 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

5.  1.  6.  3.  1.  4. 


VACCINATIONS  AND  IMMUNISATIONS.  (Figures  supplied  hv  the 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. ) 


(i)  SMALLPOX  VACCINATIONS. 

Primary  vaccinations 
Re-vaccinations  ...  ... 

(ii)  IMMUNISATIONS . 

(a)  Primary. 

Tetanus  ...  ... 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

Diphtheria/Whooping  Cough/ 
Tetanus 


1967.  1966.  1965. 

56.  79.  75. 

3.  5.  6. 

20.  10.  9. 

2. 

112.  47.  20. 

134.  57.  29. 
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(ii)  IMMUNISATIONS  (Continued). 


(b)  Boosters. 

126L 

1966. 

12s. 

Diphtheria 

• 

-. 

21. 

Tetanus 

27. 

3. 

7. 

Diphtheria/  tetanus  ...  ... 

71. 

4. 

20. 

Diphtheria/Whooping  Cough/ Tetanus 

111. 

109. 

89. 

209. 

116. 

137. 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

(a)  Primarv. 

1 SSL- 

1966. 

12^. 

Salk  vaccine  ...  ...  ... 

• 

Sabine  vaccine  ...  ... 

157. 

146. 

121. 

(b)  Boosters. 

Sci-Llc  vaccine  •  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

2. 

15. 

Sabine  vaccine  ...  ... 

109. 

3. 

30. 

111. 

3. 

45. 

SECTION  47  OF  THE  NATIONAL  LS5I5TATCE  ACT.  1948. 

It  was  necessary  to  invoke  the  provisions  of  Section  47  of  the  Act  to 
hospitalise  two  persons  found  to  he  chronically  ill  and  no  longer  able  to 
fend  for  themselves. 


FOOD. 

Information  under  this  heading  is  given  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's 
Report. 


PUBLIC  SLIMING  BATHS. 

There  is  one  open  air  swimming  bath  which  is  owned  and  maintained  by  the 
Council.  It  is  supplied  with  mains  water. 

The  water  is  treated  with  break-point  chlorination  and  is  filtered.  It  is 
changed  at  the  rate  of  20,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  pool  is  emptied 
completely  and  cleaned  out  once  a  year. 

Analyses  of  the  water  during  the  year  have  been  most  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1961. 

Action  taken  under  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  is  detailed  in  the  Public 
Health  Inspector's  Report. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT . 


(a)  Home  Nursing. 

Under  the  County  Council's  Scheme  one  district  nurse/midwife  is 
employed  in  the  District. 

(b)  Home  Heins. 

Miss  K.  M.  Tillett  is  the  County  Council's  home  help  organiser,  and 
arranges  for  home  helps  to  be  made  available  in  approved  cases;  she 
attends  Stowmarket  every  Monday  and  Thursday  from  9-10.30  a.m.  at  the 
County  Council  Welfare  Offices  in  the  Butter  Market.  The  service  is 
principally  available  to  the  elderly  and  disabled  to  enable  them  to 
maintain  their  independence  in  their  own  homes  as  an  alternative  to 
possible  hospitalisation.  The  problem  family,  the  mother  after 
confinement,  and  the  family  with  the  temporary  loss  of  its  housewife 
and  mother  are  others  in  the  categories  recognised  for  home  help 
service  in  order  to  ease  their  burden  during  a  temporary  period  of  stress. 

(c)  Welfare  Foods  Service. 

Welfare  foods  are  available  on  Wednesday  afternoons  at  the  Violet  Hill 
Clinic,  the  voluntary  staffing  of  this  section  being  undertaken  by 
Mrs.  Phillippo  and  Mrs.  Naylor,  who  generously  give  of  their  time  for 
the  benefit  of  the  young  and  their  mothers. 

Welfare  foods  are  also  available  Mondays  to  Fridays  at  the  local 
Council  Offices. 

(d)  Child-Minding  Service. 

A  creche  is  provided  by  members  of  the  W.R.V.S.  in  the  Constitutional 
Hall,  Milton  Road,  every  Thursday  for  the  benefit  of  young  mothers 
visiting  the  Town  for  their  market  day  shopping. 

(e)  Health  Visiting. 

One  full-time  Health  Visitor,  Mrs.  S.  Butler,  serves  Stowmarket  under 
the  County  Council's  scheme.  She  is  actively  engaged  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  family,  and  her  especial  interests  are  the  less 
able,  the  pre-school  age,  the  physically  handicapped  and  the  problem 

family. 

(f)  Clinic  Services. 

The  County  Council's  Clinic  is  situated  in  Violet  Hill,  and  affords  a 
wide  variety  of  services:- 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  each  Wednesday,  2»00  •-  4.00  p.m. 

Mothercraft  and  relaxation  classes  are  attended  twice  a  month  on 
the  first  and  third  Tuesdays. 

Speech  therapy  sessions  are  held  at  weekly  intervals  by  appointment. 

The  Chest  Clinic,  with  a  Consultant  Chest  Physician  in  attendance, 
is  held  twice  a  month  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays. 

Family  planning  advice  is  available  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday 
afternoons  and  Thursday  evenings,  6.30  -  9.00  p.m. 

Ophthalmic  clinic  sessions  take  place  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursday  mornings. 

Chest  physiotherapy  treatment  is  available  on  Wednesday  mornings. 

The  Dental  Clinic  operates  as  necessary. 
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Clinic  Services  (Continued). 


A  Diabetics  Clinic  is  held  once  a  month  on  the  4th  Friday. 
A  chiropody  service  is  available  on  Monday  afternoons. 


(g)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 


Anyone  who  has  risked  infection,  and  any  extra-marital  sexual  relation¬ 
ship  constitutes  this  risk,  should  use  the  discreet  services  of  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinics,  which  are  equipped  for  reliable  diagnosis 
and  speedy  and  convenient  treatment.  Two  such  Clinics  are  available 
to  the  local  population,  as  follows:- 

(i)  Ipswich  and  East  Suffolk  Hospital.  (Skin  Dept.),  Anglesea  Road 
Wing,  Ipswich. 


Males : 


Mondays  5.30  p.m.  -  7.30  p.m. 
Fridays  1.00  p.m.  -  2.30  p.m. 


Females: 


Mondays  7.30  p.m. 
Tuesdays  2.00  p.m. 
Fridays  3.30  p.m. 


-  8.50  p.m. 

-  4.00  p.m. 
-5.30  p.m. 


(ii)  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital.  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 


Males  and  Females:  Wednesdays  10.00  a.m.  -  12  noon. 


(h)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Council  utilises  the  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  the  bacteriological  examination  work  which  forms  an 
essential  part  of  the  Department's  duties. 


Before  concluding,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  interest  during  the  past  year.  I  am  also  grateful 
to  the  Officers  and  staff  of  the  Council  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

KATHLEEN  M.  HARDING 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STOIJIARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
STOWMARKET, 
.Suffolk. 


August,  1968. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOWMARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  my  sixth  Annual  Report  concerning  the 
environmental  health  work  undertaken  during  1967. 


ROUSING. 


New  Dwellings. 

Private  enterprise  provided  a  further  76  new  dwellings  during  the  year. 
Development  started  on  the  open-plan  extension  of  Word  Terrace,  known  as 
Lavenham  Nay.  Edgeconb  Road  and  Banescourt  Avenue  also  continued  to 
be  extended. 

Eight  Council  bungalows  were  finished  in  January  to  complete  the 
St.  Edmunds  Road  contract. 


Proposed  New  Dwellings. 

Lavenham  Way,  Edgecomb  Road  and  Danescourt  Avenue  will  continue  to 
provide  a  steady  flow  of  houses  and  bungalows  in  the  £3,000  -  £4,500 
category.  Development  of  the  Onehouse  Road  site  for  three-bedroomed 
houses  appears  likely  to  start  in  1968,  too. 

After  numerous  setbacks,  the  Council's  proposals  for  redeveloping  Ham 
Row  with  17  bungalows  were  finalised  in  1967,  and  it  is  anticipated  they 
will  be  nearing  completion  in  1968. 

The  plans  for  developing  the  Home  Meadow  site  were  well  advanced.  It 
had  been  anticipated  that  both  the  slum  clearance  schedules  and  the 
general  housing  waiting  list  would  benefit  from  this  development. 

Economic  difficulties,  however,  provoked  a  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  circular  in  November  specifying  that  local  authority 
housing  must  be  related  closely  to  the  overriding  need  for  rehousing 
people  from  slums  and  other  baa,  outworn  housing,  and  to  rehousing  old 
people.  Particularly  in  view  of  the  apparent  economic  situation,  I 
cannot  help  but  wonder  at  these  priorities.  A  £40  flat-rate  minimum 
subsidy  is  available  from  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council  in  respect  of 
units  of  accommodation  where  designs  meet  the  special  needs  of  the 
elderly,  and  include  as  a  minimum  in  their  specification,  central -heating, 
an  alarm  call  system  and  readily  available  supervision.  There  is  a 
feeling  in  some  quarters  that  the  sort  of  warden- typo  accommodation  that 
this  envisages  could  fill  a  need  in  the  District  as  a  fitting  compromise 
for  those  unable  to  completely  independently  maintain,  a  house,  yet  who 
are  not  sufficiently  dependent  for  Wade  House. 
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The  County  Council  continued  to  offer  its  indemnity  to  District  Councils 
in  respect  of  homeless  families  in  ' intermediate '  accommodation,  but  it 
was  felt  that  there  is  no  need  in  Stowmarket  justifying  the  provision  of 
such  specific  accommodation. 


House  Improvement. 

No  compulsory  improvement  was  enforced  by  the  Council  in  1967,  and  no 
improvement  areas  were  declared.  No  formal  applications  for  improvements 
were  received  from  tenants. 

57  of  the  Council's  pre-war  dwellings  in  the  Poplar  Hill/ Church  Road/ 
Hillside  scheme  were  improved  to  the  12-point  standard.  Unfortunately 
one  of  the  contractors  involved  abandoned  his  Contract  'uncompleted,  and 
the  works  on  a  fair  number  of  other  dwellings  have  been  delayed  whilst 
new  contracts  have  been  negotiated  for  the  completion  of  the  scheme. 

Ministry  approval  was  obtained  in  respect  of  the  Council's  proposed 
improvements  to  the  Violet  Hill  and  Takers  Lane  houses  whore  third 
bedrooms  are  to  be  adapted  as  bathrooms,  and  other  amenities  incorporated 
as  the  next  stage  in  the  Council's  scheme  of  improvement  of  pre-war 
houses. 


Private  improvement,  using  Council  grant-aided  schemes,  continued  at  the 
customary  rate.  Costs  continued  to  rise  and  extended  grants  began  to 
edge  over  £250. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  improvement  grants  during  the  year:- 


Standard  Grants: 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner-occupied  dwellings 
Applications  approved  in  respect  of  tenanted  dwellings 

Omen-occupied  dwellings  improved 
Tenanted  dwellings  improved 

Amount  paid  in  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ... 


20 
2 

18 

1 

£3481  Os.  Od. 


Amenities  provided: 


Baths  19 

U ashhandbas  ins  19 
Inside  waterclosets  19 
Hot  water  systems  19 
Pood  stores  19 


Average  Grant  per  house 


£183. 


Discretionary  Grants: 
Applications  approved 
Dwellings  improved 


Nil. 

Nil. 
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Unfit,  Inadequate  or  Otherwise  Unsuitable  Housing. 


Daring  the  year  No.  5,  Poplar  Hill  was  made  the  subject  of  a  Closing 
Order  on  the  removal  of  its  occupant  to  a  new  house  of  his  own. 

The  Council  declared  Nos.  4-10,  Union  Street  to  be  a  Clearance  Area. 

Following  a  review  of  the  slum  clearance  programme  which  showed  that, 
of  the  houses  dealt  with  by  the  Council  during  the  past  five  years,  most 
remained  standing,  informal  action  resulted  in  the  demolition  of  the 
empty  and  derelict  Nos.  105-111,  Bury  Street  and  5/5/7,  Union  Street. 

The  new  owners  also  demolished  No.  12,  Stricklands  Hoad  to  improve 
their  own  adjoining  amenities.  Spring  How,  Nos.  1-4,  Combs  Ford  Square, 
1/3,  Ipswich  Road,  4-10,  Stricklands  Hoad,  Vine  Cot tag©  and  Nos.  4-10, 
Union  Street,  having  been  designated  unfit,  await  attention. 

I  understand  that  the  Council's  general  housing  waiting  list  stands  at  309 
applicants  at  the  moment.  The  lists  are  based  upon  a  coded  points 
scheme  with  provision  for  a  'special  cases'  schedule  comprising  applicants 
who  have  an  especially  pressing  need.  From  time  to  time  the  Department 
is  asked  to  make  observations  or  representations  in  support  of  cases 
either  on  environmental  health  or  medical  grounds;  requests  for  this 
are  becoming  more  frequent,  and  each  case  so  referred  to  receives  a 
thorough  investigation  to  establish  whether  or  not  apparent  conditions 
are  actual,  and  include  any  medical  or  environmental  health  aspect 
meriting  special  consideration.  The  Housing  (Tenants  and  Welfare) 
Committee  deals  with  the  applications  and  allocations,  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  Mr.  W.  A.  Howard,  with  the  Housing  Assistant, 

Mr.  D.  Firman,  interview  applicants  by  appointment  at  the  Council  Offices 
alternate  Thursday  afternoons.  This  work  is  so  very  important  and  so 
very  difficult  with  the  limited  resources  available.  The  Committee 
was  almost  wholly  dependent  upon  its  existing  stocks  for  allocations  in 
1967;  with  the  8  new  bungalows  and  23  re-lets,  the  Committee  allocated 
31  new  tenancies  and  arranged  45  transfers.  Of  these,  6  were  allocated 
to  occupants  of  houses  in  the  slum  clearance  programme,  2  of  these  as 
a  result  of  their  living  in  unfit  houses,  the  other  four  as  a  result  of 
o the r  circumstances : - 


(' ..  '.hbert/  Charlesworth, 

Emms 

Goodorham 

Horton 

Stannard 

Hawkins 


54,  Violet  Hill 
52,  Violet  Hill 
21,  Stowupland  Street 
23,  Stowupland  Street 
107,  Bury  Street 
7,  Spring  How 


to  59,  Bury  Road, 
to  8,  Cherry  Tree  Hoad, 
to  27,  Cherry  Tree  Road, 
to  175,  Stowupland  Road, 
to  56,  St.  Edmunds  Road, 
to  3,  Rages  Close. 


Tiro  of  the  unfit  houses  concerned  were  not  re-let,  one  in  fact 
eventually  being  demolished. 

Two  Milton  Road  houses  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  proposed  relief  road 
were  offered  to  the  Council  at  'economic'  rents.  The  Council  already 
lias  one  of  these  white  elephants  and  declined  the  offer.  No.  83, 
Needham  Hoad  was  the  subject  of  improvement  plans  being  drawn  up  for 
the  Council  by  private  architects. 


In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  an  unsatisfied  demand  for  accommodation, 
the  Council,  in  considering  the  Minister's  Circular  24/67,  decided  that 
no  Council  houses  can  be  sold. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  the  following  caravans  were  in  regular  use:- 


Pickerel's  Inn,  Stowupland  Street 

(4) 

Seasonal  showmen's  quarters, 

(4) 

exempt. 

Pickerel's  Inn,  Stowupland  Street 

Permanent  residential, 

(l) 

unlicensed. 

Combs  Ford  Square 

Permanent  residential, 

(l) 

unlicensed. 

Caravan  Sales,  Bury  Road 

Permanent  residential, 

(2) 

licensed. 

Ambleside,  Finborough  Road 

Seasonal  showmen's  quarters, 

(l) 

exempt. 

Rear  Lime  Tree  Place 

Permanent  residential, 

unlicensed. 


The  temporarily  licensed  Bridge  Street  site  was  not  re-occupied  by 
the  showpeople  displaced  from  the  Pickerel's  Inn  site  in  1966,  for  they 
had  not  enjoyed  the  poor  site  conditions  during  their  first  winter 
there.  One  stayed  on  after  his  Summer  season  at  his  showground  site 
at  Clacton,  and  the  others  managed  to  squeeze  themselves  back  onto  the 
Pickerel's  Inn  site  and  the  Bridge  Street  site  will  fall  into  disuse 
for  this  purpose. 

No  action  was  called  for  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957.  Nine  houses  were 
the  subject  of  action  by  the  Council  to  effect  necessary  repairs. 
Condensation  in  houses  has  become  a  major  problem  aggravated  by  hard, 
dense  interior  plasters,  solid  floors,  plastic  decorative  finishes, 
nominal  ventilation  and  partial  heating.  Less  easily  dealt  with  than 
the  usual  forms  of  dampness  from  without,  the  subject  of  condensation 
has  occupied  many  advisory  technical  leaflets  of  the  Building  Research 
Station,  and  in  1967  was  the  subject  of  a  Ministry  Circular  to  local 
authorities,  through  whom  they  made  available  a  well-designed  advisory 
leaflet  for  distribution  to  householders. 


POOD. 

One  confirmed  food  poisoning  case  occurred  in  the  District  in  1967  in  a 
resident  who  spends  most  of  the  time  employed,  and  part-resident,  outside 
the  District.  The  infection  involved  was  Salmonella  Stanley,  and 
coincided  with  some  50  cases  scattered  throughout  a  large  area  south  and 
east  of  a  line  drawn  from  Bristol  to  Hull.  It  was  thought  by  the  Ministry 
that  pork  meat,  infected  at  source,  was  the  likely  cause,  but  despite 
exhaustive  investigation  of  catering  premises  and  food  shops  and  their 
staffs  and  products,  both  in  this  District  and  in  the  other  Town  involved 
in  this  case,  no  lead  was  obtained. 

In  this  case,  the  infection  in  the  bowel  defied  all  attempts  at 
dislodgement  by  antibiotic  treatment,  and  despite  the  patient's  recovery 
and  apparent  fitness,  the  resulting  carrier  state  precluded  her  return  to 
employment  for  a  period  of  three  months. 

Suspected  food  poisoning  among  a  canteen's  workers  was  investigated  and 
the  conclusion  drawn  that  the  incident  had  occurred  as  a  result  of  a 
chemical  process  involving  the  Department  of  the  premises  in  which  they 
worked.  Suitable  advice  was  given  the  Management  to  preclude  a  recurrence. 


-  4  - 


. 

’ 

< ' 


..com: 

. 


■ 

. 


Following  advice  from  another  District  that  one  of  tho  workers  was  a 
direct  contact  of  Sonne  dysentery  infection,  routine  control  was 
effected  in  a  local  food  factory.  Daring  the  requisite  period  the 
whole  of  the  staff  of  the  factory  department  involved  were  screened  by 
faeces  tests  until  the  risk  was  over. 

Regular  visits  continued  to  be  paid  to  food  premises  in  the  Town. 
Improvements  continue  to  be  made,  improvements  continue  to  need  to  be 
made. 

One  catering  premises  closed  during  the  year,  the  limitations  of  the 
accommodation  being  insufficient  to  permit  adequate  alterations  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  day. 

A  Chinese  restaurant  opened  to  lend  a  spice  of  oriental  interest  to 
the  local  catering  scene. 

A  schedule  of  the  food  premises  in  operation  in  the  Torn  is  as  follows, 
and  this  schedule  details  information  also  concerning  those  complying 
with  Regulations  16  and  19  (washhandbasins  and  sinks) ,  which  information 
is  required  by  the  Minister. 


Nature  of  Business 


Complying  with: 
Reg.  16  Reg.  19. 


Bakers  (3) 

Cake  Confectioners  (3) 

Fish  Friers  (6) 

Wine  Merchant  (l) 

Catering  Premises  (25) 

Market  Stallholders  (6) 

Butchers  (6) 

Fruiterers  (7) 

Sweet  Confectioners  (9) 

Wet  Fish  Merchant  (l) 

Chemists  (3) 

Public  Houses  ( 18) 

Sweet  Confectionery  Wholesaler  (l) 
Meat  Products  Manufactury  (l) 
Slaughterhouse  (l) 

General  Shops  (22) 


3 

3 

6 

1 

25 

6 

6 

9 

1 

3 

18 

1 

1 

22 


3 

3 

6 

1 

25 

6 

6 

9 

1 

3 

18 

1 

1 

22 


47  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 >  37  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  10  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausages  or  for  fish  frying.  No  new  registrations  were  effected  during 
the  year.  There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturing  plants  nor  egg  pasteurisa¬ 
tion  plants  requiring  attention  in  accordance  with  the  Liquid  Egg 
(Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963,  and  no  liquid  egg  samples  were  taken 
for  test  during  the  year. 
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Ice  cream  samples  were  taken  from  registered  premises  as  follows 


Grade 

I 

II 

Ill 

IV 

Soft  Ice-Cream 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Other  Ice-Cream 

1 

4 

. 

- 

- 

- 

Complaints  regarding  the  sale  of  defective  food  were  as  follows :- 

Particularly  strong  and  unpleasant  tainting  of  soft  herring  roes  was 
found  to  be  so-called  "weed  taint",  sometimes  characteristic  of  this 
commodity  at  certain  times  of  the  year.  No  action  was  taken  other 
than  to  ensure  that  the  consumer  was  reimbursed. 

A  rusty  pin  baked  in  a  teacake  pricked  the  gum  of  a  local  consumer. 

The  Magistrates  gave  the  bakers  concerned  an  equally  sharp  reminder  to 
be  more  careful  by  imposing  a  fine  of  £10  together  with  costs. 

A  local  consumer  considered  pebbles  and  glass  he  found  in  canned  ham 
and  chicken  roll  to  be  somewhat  indigestible.  His  complaint  led  to 
the  withdrawal  of  thousands  of  cans  of  this  consignment  throughout  the 
Country  when,  an  a  result  of  the  ensuing  investigations,  the  manufacturers 
found  a  flaw  in  the  crop-cleaning  processes.  The  local  Magistrates 
imposed  a  fine  of  £10  and  costs  on  the  manufacturers  concerned  when 
proceedings  were  instituted  by  the  Council. 

A  South  African  wasp,  beautifully  preserved  in  the  syrup  of  canned 
pineapple,  was  referred  to  the  importers  and  representations  made  to 
the  South  African  earners.  An  apology  and  satisfactory  reimbursement 
was  sent  to  the  consumer,  and  the  factory  hygiene  arrangements  over¬ 
hauled  to  improve  fruit  and  insect  apartheid.  No  proceedings  were 
instituted  in  this  case. 

The  importance  of  adequate  liaison  between  authorities  cannot  be  over¬ 
emphasised,  particularly  in  the  public  health  sphere.  There  is  still 
not  enough  of  it,  but  at  least  it  exists  to  some  extent,  and  the  Suffolk 
Public  Health  Bulletin  which  the  Council  was  instrumental  in  introducing 
for  circulation  among  Suffolk  Authorities,  contributed  on  one  occasion 
to  forestall  chemical  sickness  in  the  District.  Through  the  Bulletin, 
information  was  circulated  that  chemical  poisoning  had  occurred  as  a 
result  of  consuming  orange  squash,  the  concentrate  for  which  had  been 
dispensed  by  a  chromed  optic  measure.  These  measures  at  that  time  had 
just  fallen  out  of  use  for  dispensing  spirits  for  which  they  were  made 
because  of  new  Weights  and  Measures  legislation,  and  some  publicans, 
apparently  loathe  to  throw  them  away,  adapted  the  optics  for  dispensing 
other  drinks.  As  a  result  of  this  information  two  local  publicans 
were  found  to  have  these  chromed  optic  dispensers  fitted  to  wine  bottles, 
the  contents  of  which  had  been  made  unfit  by  high  lead  and  copper 
absorption. 

Maggot-infested  Brie  cheese  presented  a  local  housewife  with  an 
unappetising  picture  for  supper  and  provoked  her  to  complain.  Not 
unfamiliar  with  the  characteristics  of  this  highly  perishable  delicacy, 
she  had  obviously  treated  her  purchase  with  due  respect.  The  retailer 
likewise  appeared  to  have  handled  it  satisfactorily,  unsuspecting  the 
turmoil  of  activity  within  the  thick  carton  wrapping.  It  took  two 
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days  to  travel  by  unrefrigerated  road  transport  from  Cambridge  to 
Stowmarket,  In  very  close,  warm  weather,  and  on  examining  the  cheese, 
the  thought  occurred  that  it  could  have  walked  instead.  Despite 
thorough  investigations  it  was  impossible  to  establish  blame  with  any 
certainty,  and  rather  than  institute  unjust  proceedings,  the  Council 
concluded  this  matter  by  strong  representations  to  all  involved  in  the 
packing,  wholesaling  and  distribution  of  these  cheeses,  to  improve  the 
distribution  arrangements  for  such  perishable  commodities. 


The  analytical  content  of  food  and  drugs  is  watched  over  by  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Inspectorate  to  ensure  against  fraudulent  adultery  and 
harmful  chemical  content.  The  Inspectorate  does  a  thoroughly  worthwhile 
job  keeping  an  eye  on  the  levels  of  colouring  matter,  preservative, 
chemical  content  and  purity  of  food  and  drugs  in  conjunction  with  the 
Public  Analyst.  Mr.  P.  Hosking  is  the  Chief  Inspector  for  East  Suffolk, 
and  his  District  Inspector,  Mr.  E.  R.  Balmer,  reports  on  the  work  of  his 
Department  within  the  Urban  District  as  follows : - 


Samples 


Genuine  Unsatisfactory 


Bread 

Butter  and  Margarine 
Brewers  least 
Cliarabs 
Cheese 

Cream  Confectionery 
Ice  Cream 
Meat  Products 
Milk  Chocolate 
Skimmed  Milk  Powder 
Soup-mix 

Starch-Reduced  Rasies 
Sugar  Confectionery 
Witch  Hazel 
Whisky  and  Rum 


3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
7 


1 

1 


1 

1 


"Of  these  samples,  the  11  samples  of  butter,  margarine,  whisky 
and  rum  were  purchased  informally,  tested  for  water  content  at  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Office,  found  correct  and  passed  to  the  local  Old 
People's  Home. 

"Four  of  the  remaining  20  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Norwich  produced  adverse  comment: 

1.  A  bottle  of  Charab  health  tablets  claimed  3*333  mgm.  ascorbic 
acid  (Vitamin  C) ,  but  this  was  completely  absent  from  the 
sample.  Lengthy  correspondence  with  the  manufacturers  has 
deplored  the  difficulty  of  extracting  ascorbic  acid  from 
charcoal,  and  produced  the  assurance  that  in  future  they  will 
use  an  extract  of  rose  hips  instead  of  ascorbic  acid,  and  also 
make  no  specific  claim  for  Vitamin  C  content. 

2.  The  starch-reduced  rusks  contained  50^  more  fat  and  32f°  more 
carbohydrate  than  that  claimed,  but  were  old  stock  of  a 
discontinued  line. 
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"3.  A  sample  of  "medium  fat  processed  cheese"  contained 

excess  water,  compared  with  the  4 maximum  now  permitted. 

4.  Some  assorted  fruits  in  a  Christman  pack  contained  a 
colouring  ingredient  not  permitted  in  this  Country. 
Correspondence  with  the  packers  will  no  doubt  ensure  that 
the  situation  will  be  corrected  in  the  future." 


There  are  six  registered  milk  distributors  in  the  District,  and  the 
community  has  the  benefit  of  pasteurised  and  sterilised  supplies  free  from 
tuberculosis  and  brucella  infection.  The  principal  retailers  are  (a)  the 
Stowmarket  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  which  obtains  its  prepacked  treated 
supplies  from  the  Ipswich  Society,  and  (b)  Cedars  Farm  Dairies,  Combs  Lane, 
which  firm  obtains  its  milk  prepacked  and  treated  from  Tanners  Dairies, 
Sible  Hedinghan.  The  other  distributors  are  retail  shopkeepers,  who 
obtain  their  supplies  from  the  tiro  principals.  The  East  Suffolk  County 
Health  Officer  keeps  milk  supplies  under  surveillance,  and  this  includes 
attention  to  pasteurising  plants,  dairies,  and  certain  aspects  of  the 
supplies  at  all  stages  from  production  to  distribution,  sampling  and 
testing  for  fraudulent  adulteration,  and  sampling  for  statutory  test 
to  determine  the  efficiency  of  heat  treatment  and  cleanliness,  for 
biological  examination  for  tubercle  and  brucella  organisms,  and  chemical 
analysis  including  the  detection  of  harmful  antibiotics.  No  adverse 
reports  were  received  in  respect  of  local  supplies  during  the  year. 

Unfit  foodstuffs  seized  or,  more  usually,  voluntarily  surrendered  for 
destruction,  were  disposed  of  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip.  Foods  so 
dealt  with  are  broadly  detailed  hereunder: - 


Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

11 

lbs. 

Canned  neats 

445 

lbs. 

Fish 

35 

lbs. 

Other  Canned  Foods 

260 

lbs. 

Total: 

751 

lbs. 

Meat  inspection  was  achieved  with  little  difficulty  during  the  year. 

A  local  private  veterinary  practice  affords  relief  inspection  services  in 
my  absence.  The  income  from  slaughterhouse  meat  inspection  charges 
amounted  to  £54.  16s.  Od. ,  and  the  payment  of  fees  for  the  two  weeks  for 
which  the  veterinarians  were  asked  for  cover  was  £22.  14s.  6d. 

There  is  one  small  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  at  47,  Bury  Street, 
this  being  the  family  butchers'  establishment  of  Messrs.  U.  H.  Aldis  &  Sons. 
Slaughtering  is  carried  out  on  four  days  each  week,  and  there  was  no  cadi 
for  implementing  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  to  dictate  hours  of 
slaughter. 

One  slaughterman,  employed  by  Messrs.  Aldis,  is  licensed  for  the  slaughter 
of  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  using  captive  bolt  instruments. 
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The  following  schedule  details  post-mortem  examinations  at  the 
slaughterhouse  during  the  year:- 


CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Number  killed  ...  ...  ... 

341 

487 

Number  not  inspected  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

All  diseases  exceot  tuberculosis 

and  cvsticercosis:- 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  pant  or 

organ  was  condemned  ...  ... 

83 

- 

- 

36 

- 

Percentage  of  numbers  inspected 

affected  with  diseases  other  than 

tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  . . . 

24.34 

- 

- 

7.59 

- 

Tuberculosis  and  cvsticerci:  No  cases  of  tuberculosis  or  cvsticercosis  arose. 

No  significant  disease  conditions  were  encountered.  Abcesses  in  the 
livers  of  barley- fed  beef  stock,  pleurisy  and  pneumonia  in  cattle,  and 
parasitic  infestation  of  lungs  and  livers  in  sheep  accounted  for  the  large 
majority  of  condemnations. 

All  unfit  meat  is  collected  by  the  Suffolk  Pat  and  Bonemeal  Co.,  Oulton 
Broad,  for  disposal  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  (staining  and  Sterilisation) 
Regulations. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse  was 
8  cwta.  17  lbs. 


WATER  SUPPLIES . 

The  District  is  served  by  two  waterworks  equipped  with  bores,  and  also 
receives  balance  water  from  the  Gipping  Rural  District  mains  to  serve  parts 
of  the  area  of  Combs  Pord  and  Onehouse  Road. 

The  native  water  is  free  from  bacterial  contamination,  but  contains  iron 
which  proves  more  than  a  little  troublesome  in  places  at  times,  and  leads 
to  frequent,  and  justified,  complaints  by  local  consumers.  Old  iron 
delivery  pipes  in  some  parts  of  the  Town  aggravate  this  quality.  Water 
from  the  Gipping  mains  is  similarly  pure  bacteriologically,  and  has  better 
physical  qualities,  possessing  also  an  optimum  fluoride  content.  All 
supplies  are  chlorinated. 

In  1967,  Councillor  Milner  was  the  Council's  representative  on  the  expanded 
Ipswich  Water  Authority  which  is  now  the  statutory  water  undertaking  for 
the  area. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  this  Council,  however,  continues  to  exercise 
domestic  functions  in  relation  to  local  water  supplies,  being  responsible 
for  implementing  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  to  ensure  adequate  and  wholesome 
supplies  laid  on  to  premises  in  the  District. 
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;-!arlLa11  houses  have  PiPed  supplies  In  them.  As  exceptions,  one  house 
io  ui  out  any  water  service  at  all,  supplies  being  obtained  by  chum  from 
a  farmyard  some  200  yards  distant,  and  seven  other  houses  have  no  supply 
of  water  inside,  being  dependent  upon  outside  standpipes.  All  of  these 
ouses  are  included  in  the  Council's  slum  clearance  programme. 

The  following  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 


Address 


Description  Result 


B.R.S.  Depot,  Needham  Road 

Bore 

70, 

-  do  - 

Bore 

Creeting  Road 

Mains 

-  do  - 

Mains 

-  do  - 

Mains 

-  do  - 

Mains 

66, 

Creeting  Road 

Mains 

68, 

Creeting  Road 

Mains 

67, 

Stowupland  Road 

Mains 

68, 

Creeting  Road 

Mains 

Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
C .  bacilli :  25 
C.  bacilli;  more  than  18 
(C.  bacilli:  1 
(B.  coli,  type  1:  1 

Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 


The  one  instance  of  bacterial  contamination  resulted  from  a  defective 
Individual  household  service  pipe,  and  the  householder  was  afforded  the 
information  in  time  to  allow  remedy  before  his  newly  arrived  son  became 
adversely  affected. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 


Most  of  the  District's  properties  enjoy  connection  to  the  main  sewerage 
network.  A  modem  sewage  treatment  works  deals  not  only  with  the  Tom's 
discharges,  including  the  complicated  effluents  from  a  number  of 
industrialists,  but  also  receives  effluents,  by  agreement,  from  the 
Gipping  R.D.C.  Stow  Lodge  in  Onehouse  Road,  and  the  Stowupland  Heights 
residential  development  are  the  two  outside  areas  from  which  foul  drainage 
is  received,  and  during  the  year  the  Council,  after  reviewing  the  charges 
for  these  effluents,  decided  on  new  agreements  redrawn  on  a  basis  of 
30.96d.  per  1,000  galls. 

The  problem  of  sludge  drying  and  disposal  has  been  tackled,  and  1967  saw 
the  new  sludge  pressing  house  and  plant  nearing  completion.  An 
impressive  investment  of  over  £30,000,  it  is  hoped  this  facility  will  go 
a  long  way  to  relieving  some  of  the  sludge  disposal  difficulties. 

A  recent  survey  has  shorn  that  46  domestic  properties  in  the  District  are 
not  connected  to  the  main  sewerage  network;  most  arc  equipped  with  septic 
tanks  operating  without  apparent  nuisance  or  risk  to  health,  but  a  few 
have  insanitary  drainage  arrangements.  Many  of  these  properties  are  in 
unsewered  parts  of  the  District,  outlying  and  populated  by  a  handful  of 
houses,  and  it  is  economically  not  practical  to  sewer  them.  Some,  however, 
are  within  reach  of  the  sewers,  and  it  is  proposed  that  stops  be  taken 
soon  to  improve  the  position  where  justified. 

19  private  houses  were  equipped  with  internal  sanitary  conveniences  and 
personal  washing  facilities  with  hot  and  cold  water  supplies  during  the 
year. 
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Following  representations  from  the  police  concerning  public  nuisance 
resulting  from  the  lack  of  sanitary  conveniences  provided  for  young  people 
resorting  to  one  of  the  local  cafes,  the  Council  reviewed  the  sanitary 
facilities  available  at  all  the  public  catering  premises  in  the  Town.  As 
a  result  it  was  decided  to  require  all  catering  establishments  to  provide 
a  w# c.  for  each  sex  for  the  use  of  their  customers  in  accordance  with  the 
powers  of  Section  89  of  the  1936  Act,  as  amended.  Representations  were 
made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government  drawing  attention  to 
the  need  for  legislation  to  require  washing  facilities  for  customers  in 
these  establishments  too. 


REFUSE. 


The  Council  operates  a  weekly  skep-collection  refuse  service,  disposing 
of  the  rubbish  on  land  off  Bury  Road.  As  a  first  step  in  improving  the 
public  health  aspect  of  its  refuse  service,  the  Council  took  delivery  of 
a  new  rear-loading  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  collection  vehicle  in  1967  to  replace 
the  relatively  insanitary  side-loading  vehicles  that  had  been  employed 
hitherto . 

Whilst  recognising  the  undesirable  features  of  the  sleep  system  of 
collection,  albeit  cheap,  the  Council  had  to  defer  the  question  of 
introducing  a  paper  sack  system  in  the  light  of  the  current  economic 
situation.  The  system  would  undoubtedly  cost  the  ratepayers  approximately 
26s.  Od.  more  per  house  per  year  in  addition  to  capital  expenditure  of 
£7,000. 

The  Government '  s  Working  Party  on  Refuse  Storage  and  Collection  was 
published  in  1967.  A  thoroughly  worthwhile  report,  it  fully  justified 
the  formation  and  labours  of  the  Party,  and  provides  a  valuable,  intelligent 
reference  to  the  subject,  which  will  guide  local  authorities  along  the 
right  lines  for  some  considerable  time. 

A  similar  Working  Party  has  been  formed  to  consider  the  question  of  refuse 
disposal.  The  inability  of  many  local  authorities  to  maintain  their 
tips  in  a  sanitary  manner,  the  increasing  scarcity  of  suitable  sites,  the 
urgency  of  industrial  waste  disposal,  and  similar  factors  demand  a  re-think 
on  this  subject.  Pulverisation,  incineration  or  composting  are  the  three 
principal  alternatives  or  supplements  to  current  methods  which  are 
exercising  informed  consideration,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  "forking 
Party  will  produce  as  useful  a  guide  on  disposal  techniques  as  its 
predecessor  did  on  storage  and  collection. 

Fly  infestation  of  the  Council's  refuse  tip  in  Bury  Road  caused  trouble 
to  neighbouring  occupiers  in  the  summer  months,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
improve  the  top  cover  and  the  insecticide  treatment  there. 

Locally,  the  general  standard  of  householders'  refuse  bins  is  good.  Over 
a  thousand  Council  dwellings ,  more  than  a  third  of  the  Town  s  housing 
stock,  are  equipped  by  the  Council  with  2  or  2%  cu»  E»S*S.  bins. .  A 
further  553  householders  utilise  the  services  of  the  Council  s  municipal 
bin  hire  scheme  to  rent  2r  cu.  ft.  B.S.S.  bins  for  5s.  Od.  per  year. 
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A  very  important  piece  of  public  health  legislation  was  introduced  in 
the  year  -  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967.  Among  other  powers  designed  to 
safeguard  cjid  enhance  a  generally  healthy  and  pleasant  environment,  Part  III 
of  the  Act  contains  valuable  provisions  destined  to  encourage  the  proper 
disposal  of  rubbish,  including  worn-out  cars.  Some  consider  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  that  require  local  authorities  to  provide  free  additional- 
refuse  collection  services  and  make  available  tipping  facilities,  go  too 
far  to  meet  the  public's  needs.  The  despoiled  coastal  beaches,  picnic 
spots,  woods,  lay-bys  and  rivers  of  this  lovely  County,  and  most  others, 
bear  witness  to  the  need  for  all  the  encouragement  that  can  be  given  to 
the  public.  Punitive  powers  alone  sire  not  sufficient  in  a  society  with 
a  misguided  sense  of  loyalty  and  up  to  14  hours  darkness  a  day.  There 
is  a  noed  for  not  only  a  'by  request'  rubbish  collection  service  in  addition 
to  the  normal  service,  but  also  for  'self-service'  tipping  facilities  at 
the  main  tip,  especially  at  weekends.  The  former  service  already  exists 
in  this  District,  and  the  Engineer's  Department  will  collect  all  but 
industrial  and  trade  refuse  from  householders  by  request,  free  of  charge. 

I  believe  that  the  service  is  not  publicised  enough.  To  supplement  this 
facility  the  Council  has  decided  to  install  a  concrete  bay  at  the  entrance 
to  the  refuse  tip,  where  ratepayers  may  tip  their  rubbish  in  a  sanitary 
manner  much  more  readily  cleansable  than  the  hedges  and  ditches  currently 
in  use. 

Worn-out  cars  appear  to  be  no  different  a  form  of  refuse  than  any  other 
rubbish,  except  perhaps  that  their  empty  petrol  tanks  are  highly  dangerous 
to  inquisitive  children.  However,  their  possibly  greater  value  lias  to 
be  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  Act  safeguards  owners  by  ensuring 
local  authorities  confirm  that  vehicles  are  unwanted  or  abandoned  before 
disposal.  A  private  firm  of  car  breakers  operating  at  nearby  Bramford 
undertakes  the  free  collection  and  disposal  of  towable  vehicles,  and  will 
likewise  deal  with  those  not  capable  of  towing  on  payment  of  a  nominal 
charge.  The  Department  persuaded  the  removal  and  disposal  of  five  derelict 
vehicles  from  sites  in  the  Town  during  the  year,  and  in  some  cases  took 
advantage  of  the  services  of  the  firm  mentioned. 

In  an  endeavour  to  publicise  the  importance  of  a  tidy,  rubbish-free 
environment  as  an  ingredient  of  healthy  living  conditions,  the  Council 
promoted,  with  the  ready  co-operation  of  Stowmarket  schools,  an  Anti-Litter 
poster  competition  among  local  children.  The  response  was  very  gratifying 
with  a  high  standard  of  artistic  merit  and  original  thought  among  the  129 
entries . 


PEST  CONTROL. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  places  a  responsibility  upon 
occuniers  to  report  and  deal  with  infestations  of  rats  and  mice.  In 
practice,  the  Council  provides  a  free  extermination  service  to  householders, 
and  a  low-cost  service  to  industrial  and  commercial  users  who  are  charged 
9s.  Od.  per  hour,  inclusive  of  time  and  materials.  Some  firms  employ 
private  pest  control  operators  on  contract.  The  Council  continues  to 
employ  a  part-time  Rodent  Operative,  Mr.  R.  J.  Bloomfield,  sharing  his 
services  with  the  Gipping  Rural  District  Council.  He  is  employed  on 
survey  and  treatment  work  in  this  District  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and 
Saturday  mornings. 
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A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the 
following  table:- 


Total  number  of  properties  inspected  as  a  result  of  complaint  145 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  lriLth  rats  114 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  mice  20 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  by  routine  survey  183 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  rats  88 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  mice  18 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  167 
Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  to  effect  rodent  control  240 


Kie  community  is  conscientious  in  notifying  rodent  infestations,  and  this 
is  a  valuable  supplement  to  Mr.  Bloomfield's  routine  survey  work  in  helping 
to  maintain  the  overall  infestation  situation  at  a  satisfactory  level. 

In  addition  to  rodent  control,  the  Operative  devotes  attention  to  certain 
insect  infestations.  Whilst  bugs,  fleas  and  lice  are  virtually  things  of 
the  past  so  far  as  this  District  is  concerned,  wasp  infestations  provide 
a  deal  of  work  in  the  summer  months,  and  1967  proved  to  be  a  year  of 
exceptional  wasp  activity.  117  wasps  nests  were  destroyed.  These 
creatures  are  a  considerable  nuisance  in  an  area  some  distance  from  their 
nests;  they  are  destructive  of  fabrics,  harmful  to  food,  and,  with  their 
spiteful  habits,  are  hurtful  even  to  the  point  of  being  lethal.  In  the 
circumstances  the  Council  offers  a  free  eradication  service  -  one  which 
the  Operative  executes  with  considerable  conscientiousness,  for  it  is  not 
without  some  risk  of  personal  discomfort.  One  flea  and  four  ant  infesta¬ 
tions  were  also  dealt  with. 


ATMOSPHERE. 


No  smokeless  zones  exist  in  the  District,  and  no  action  has  been  taken 
during  the  year  to  designate  any. 

The  local  foundry  occupies  an  unfortunate  position  in  the  valley  of  the 
urban  area  where  it  is  subject  to  inversion  turbulence.  Deposition  of  the 
heavier  grade  of  particulate  matter  has  undoubtedly  been  arrested  by  the 
wet  arrester  gear  installed  on  the  cupolas  in  1966,  but  the  pungent 
metallurgical  fume  continued  to  give  rise  to  complaint  from  time  to  time 
according  to  prevailing  weather  conditions,  which,  fortunately,  are 
infrequently  inclined  to  promote  this.  The  occupiers  of  nearby  downwind 
factory  premises  made  representations  to  the  Member  of  Parliament,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government,  but 
thorough  enquiry  revealed  no  practical  economic  solution  guaranteed  to 
remedy  the  conditions.  The  matter  is  by  no  means  closed,  however,  and 
the  situation  continues  to  be  kept  under  observation  and  informed  sources 
sounded  for  possibly  helpful  information. 

Pollution  of  a  different  nature  occupied  a  statement  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  the  Minister  of  Health,  when  he  urged  a  curb  on  tobacco  smoking  in  public 
places.  The  Council  asked  the  local  Chamber  of  Trade  to  request  its 
members  to  display  notices  in  their  establishments  asking  customers  to 
refrain  from  smoking,  but  this  was  declined.  Printed  notices  were  obtained 
and  circulated  to  all  commercial  premises  open  to  the  public,  with  a 
request  that  they  be  displayed,  but  there  was  a  negligible  response.  A 
result  that  was  not  unexpected. 
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WORKPLACES. 


Factories  within  the  Urban  District  are  powered,  and  as  such,  most  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961  are  enforced  by  the  Factories 
Inspectorate  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  which  has  an  Office  at  Ipswich. 

The  Council's  responsibilities  so  far  as  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  is 
concerned  are  related  to  the  provision  of  satisfactory  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  wholesome  water  supplies. 

A  summary  of  the  premises  and  work  carried  out  by  the  Council  under  the 
Act  is  as  follows 


Powered  factories  54 
Other  premises  10 
Number  of  inspections  41 
Sanitary  defects  found  7 
Unwholesome  water  supply  1 


Two  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other 
Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 J- 

(i)  Messrs.  Glasswells  Ltd.,  57,  Ipswich  Street  -  upholstery  repairers. 

(ii)  Messrs.  J.  Collins  &  Sons  Ltd.,  Finborough  Road  -  upholstered 

furniture  manufacturers . 

One  dealer  is  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964?- 

Mr.  V.  0.  Crackncll,  85,  Needham  Road. 

The  following  is  a  schedule  of  the  promises  and  the  work  undertaken  in 
connection  with  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  the 
enforcement  of  which  is  shared  with  the  Factories  Inspectorate  and  the 
Fire  Authority. 


TABLE 

A 

REGISTRA- 

(l) 

Class  of  premises 

(2) 

No.  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 

(3) 

Total  no. 
of  regis¬ 
tered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year. 

(4) 

No.  of  regis¬ 
tered  prems. 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year. 

TIONS 

AND 

GENERAL 

INSPEC¬ 

TIONS. 

Offices 

34 

6 

Retail  shops 

3 

83 

36 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

- 

4 

2 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens. 

1 

8 

9 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

4 

_ 

132 

55 

TABLE  B  -  NO.  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  TO 

REGISTERED  PREMISES: 

3^ 
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Some  concern  has  been  expressed  among  public  health  staffs  regarding  the 
possibility  of  contamination  of  drinking  water  obtained  from  washhandbasin 
taps.  A  number  of  samples  were  taken  from  local  offices  and  shops  and  in 
no  instance  was  any  contamination  revealed;  it  is  considered  that  the 
likelihood  of  such  contamination  is  nominal,  and  such  taps  are  accepted 
as  drinking  water  sources  in  Stowmarket. 

One  non-fatal  accident  occurred  to  an  elderly  employee  at  a  warehouse  who 
sustained  minor  injuries  when  he  fell  backwards  down  some  stairs  whilst 
carrying  goods.  Investigation  revealed  that  the  conditions  at  the 
warehouse  had  not  contributed  to  the  man's  fall  which  had  resulted  from  a 
plain  and  simple  loss  of  balance.  It  was  opportune,  however,  to  appraise 
the  safety  of  the  warehouse  and  its  fittings,  and  a  number  of  worthwhile 
improvements  were  recommended  for  safeguarding  the  staff  against  injury. 
Accident  prevention  work  is  new  to  local  authorities  so  far  as  workplaces 
are  concerned,  and  it  is  found  to  be  thoroughly  rewarding  and  positive 
work. 

The  record  of  staff  employed  in  premises  subject  to  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act,  1965  is  as  follows :- 


(l) 

(2) 

TABLE 

Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

C 

Offices 

248 

ANALYSIS 

Retail  shops 

487 

OF 

PERSONS 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

13 

EMPLOYED 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

IN 

the  public 

57 

REGIS- 

TER3D 

Canteens 

2 

PREMISES 

BY 

Fuel  storage  depots 

14 

WORK¬ 

PLACE. 

Total: 

CO 

CM 

00 

1 

Total  Males: 

550 

 ...  - 

Total  Females: 

. 

496 

An  analysis  of  contraventions  found  on  inspection  of  registered  premises 
is  shown  hereunder: - 


Lack  of  cleanliness  2 
Overcrowding  2 
Unsuitable  temperature  6 
Inadequate  ventilation  5 
Unsatisfactory  lighting  5 
Unsatisfactory  sanitary 


accommodation  6 
Unsatisfactory  washing 

facilities  15 


Insufficient  clothes 

accommodation  6 
Absence  of  seating  5 
Unsuitable  meals  facilities  2 
Defective  floors  7 
Dangerous  machinery  1 
Inadequate  first  aid  kit  2 
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The  absence  of  a  minimum  lighting  standard  in  lumens  is  a  pity,  and  the 
Ministry  advised  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  none  is  to  be  provided. 

The  practical  implementation  of  a  minimum  standard  based  upon  qualified 
medical  advice  collated  at  National  level  would  have  been  preferable, 
and  its  absence  will  result  in  lower  lighting  levels  resulting  from 
locally  argued  opinion  concluding  in  compromise. 


NOISE. 


The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960  affords  the  eardrums  and  the  nerves  some 
protection  from  unwanted  sound.  Four  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  were 
received  in  1967:- 

(a)  Fan  exhausts  serving  industrial  premises  and  allegedly  causing  a 
resident  sleepless  nights  were  the  subject  of  a  complaint  which  was 
investigated  and  not  substantiated. 

(b)  Noise  from  the  early-morning  activities  at  a  milk  distributing  depot 
understandably  gives  rise  to  disturbed  sleep  in  a  nearby  house.  The 
premises  are  in  an  industrial  area  and  the  few  old  houses  there  require 
appropriately  qualified  tenants. 

(c)  A  resident  in  the  Town  centre  near  the  Parish  Church  found  the 
activities  of  the  campanologists  more  than  a  little  distracting,  and 
complained  to  the  Council.  Enquiry  of  other  residents  in  the  area 
revealed  a  number  who,  similarly,  do  not  appreciate  much  bell-ringing 
in  such  close  proximity.  The  Parish  Church  Council  was  advised  and 
co-operates  in  keeping  the  pealing  to  a  practicable  and  tolerable 
minimum. 

(d)  Persistent  dog-barking  can  prove  distressing  to  even  the  most  ardent 
dog-lover,  and  a  group  of  residents  found  just  cause  for  complaining 
about  a  chorus  of  dogs  bemoaning  their  fate  at  being  left  alone  at 
home  by  their  master  all  day.  An  official  representation  to  the  said 
master  produced  the  necessary  blissful  peace  to  which  all  householders 
are  entitled. 


RECREATION . 


I  had  the  privilege  of  attending  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  in  January,  1967.  The  theme  was  mental 
illness  and  the  chronic  diseases  of  the  modem  age.  The  relationship 
of  sedentary  occupation  and  recreation  to  chronic  conditions  like  obesity, 
and  cardiac  and  respiratory  trouble  was  emphasised,  and  also  the  importance 
of  obtaining  sufficient  regular  healthy  exercise.  For  many,  sport  is 
confined  to  watching  -  cricket,  football,  athletics,  boxing,  wrestling,  etc. 
and  there  is  probably  need  for  guidance  on  how  best  to  obtain  adequate 
exercise.  The  guidance,  and  the  facilities  to  go  with  it,  could  be  more 
a  local  civic  function  and  aim  at  the  teenager  upwards,  so  that  man  arrives 
at  middle-age  in  good  trim. 

The  Council  provides  two  recreation  grounds ,  a  football/ cricket  ground  and 
an  open-air  swimming  pool.  For  individual  sports  recreation,  adults  look 
to  several  private  and  factory  clubs  in  the  Town  which  provide  some 
facilities  for  tennis,  badminton,  putting,  bowls,  table-tennis  and  golf. 
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The  swimming  pool,  being  an  open  air  one,  is  at  the  merc3r  of  the  erratic 
English  weather.  It  is  open  from  May  until  September,  and  attracts  an 
enthusiastic  throng  in  good  weather  conditions,  which  gives  some  indication 
of  the  increased  use  to  which  the  pool  could  be  put  if  it  was  less  prone 
to  the  whims  of  inclement  weather. 

1,000  people  die  from  drowning  accidents  in  this  Country  each  year;  a  third 
of  these  are  children.  Over  much  of  the  spectrum  of  water  safety  the 
subject  is  synonomous  with  swimming  proficiency.  The  fact  that  Stowmarket 
has  a  public  pool  and  also  all  of  the  local  schools  have  small  training 
pools  bodes  well  for  our  community,  better  still  if  they  were  warmer. 

The  Council's  Engineer's  Department  operates  the  public  pool  and  ensures,  by 
frequent  chemical  checks  and  metering  equipment,  that  the  bacteriological 
and  physical  qualities  of  the  water  are  maintained  satisfactory.  From 
time  to  time  samples  of  the  water  are  taken  for  bacteriological  examination; 
those  taken  in  the  1967  season  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory. 


MSCELLANEOUS. 


The  Department  provided  an  exhibition  stand  in  the  local  Trades  Fair  held 
in  connection  with  Carnival  Week  in  July.  The  subjects  depicted  were 
food  hygiene,  nutrition,  accidents  from  bums,  scalds  and  poisoning,  and 
anti-litter.  The  danger  of  leaving  cleaning  fluids,  acids,  spirits,  pills 
etc.  accessible  to  young  children  was  amply  demonstrated  when  one  jroungster 
decided  to  sample  the  contents  of  an  exhibit  bottle  marked  as  containing 
turps;  fortunately  this  eventuality  had  been  foreseen,  and  the  lad  only 
consumed  some  very  stale,  foul-tasting  water. 

In  September,  Councillor  Milner  and  I  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  Eastbourne,  where  2,000  delegates 
were  provided  with  a  useful  trade  exhibition  and  conference  papers  dealing 
with  the  following  topical  aspects  of  public  health  work:- 

Improvement  of  houses. 

Containerisation. 

The  Health  and  He 1 fare  of  Office  and  Shop  Workers. 

The  Consumer's  View  of  Food  and  Consumer  Protection. 
Community  Waste  Disposal. 

Noise  Control. 

Public  Health  Aspects  of  Factory  Farming. 

Food  Hygiene  and  Air  Pollution  in  the  United  States. 

North  Sea  Gas  and  Fuel  Supplies. 

The  fact  that  the  East  Suffolk  County  Health  Inspector  was  the  Author  of 
the  Paper  on  Factory  Farming,  a  problem  not  unknown  in  this  District, 
lent  added  interest  to  a  valuable  programme. 

One  pet  shop  and  one  animal  boarding  establishment  were  respectively 
licensed  and  registered  in  the  year,  conditions  of  the  latter  being  made 
the  subject  of  an  inspection  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.  for  the  first  time,  resulting 
in  a  limitation  being  imposed  on  the  numbers  boarded. 

The  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectorate,  which  is  also  designated  for 
enforcement  of  the  Fabrics  (Misdescription)  Act,  1963,  reported  that  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  fire-resistant  nightdresses  as 
there  is  little  public  demand  for  these,  and  also  reported  that  no 
contraventions  were  observed  in  the  year. 
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Sickness  and  diarrhoea  occupied  the  Department's  attention  on  a  number  of 
occasions  in  the  year.  Apart  from  investigations  into  suspected  food 
poisoning  mentioned  earlier  in  the  Report,  six  other  outbreaks  were 
investigated.  Unexplained  acute  diarrhoea  among  the  residents  of  an  old 
people's  home  remained  unexplained  despite  thorough  enquiry  and  negative 
bacteriological  examination  of  stools.  Suspected  contacts  of  various 
other  intestinal  infections  were  screened  until  cleared  of  any  possibility 
of  contracting  infection. 

The  local  nursery  school  suffered  an  outbreak  of  shigella  sonne  dysentery. 
The  outbreak,  introduced  by  a  newly  acquired  child  resident,  persisted  for 
7  weeks,  and  it  is  commendable  that  the  staff  confined  its  spread  to  only 
7  out  of  a  total  of  26  staff  and  children,  including  babies.  In  an 
endeavour  to  reduce  the  risk  of  new  admissions  to  the  home  introducing 
bowel  infections  there,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  routine  stools 
specimens  to  be  submitted  for  examination  immediately  on  arrival  in  future. 

A  total  of  269  specimens  was  taken  in  all  outbreaks  during  the  year. 

In  closing  this  Report,  I  wish  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  support,  which  is  such  an 
important  factor  in  this  work.  Similarly  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Council. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

L.  W.  BROWN 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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